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PURPOSE

 ―  The proposed Remote Glacier Visitor Center will provide safer 
access to the Mendenhall Glacier moraine for a wider diversity 
of visitors, and improving recreational opportunities related to 
glacier viewing and visitation.

 ―  Currently the glacial moraine can only be visited by a small 
number of people who have the mobility and time to either walk 
on primitive social trails off the existing West Glacier Trail or to 
take a non-motorized canoe or boat ride across the lake.  The 
proposed West Glacier Spur Trail is intended to make access to 
the moraine easier and safer and to open the experience of the 
glacier and moraine to diverse types of visitors, including locals.  

DESIGN SUMMARY
REMOTE GLACIER VISITOR STATION GENERAL

 ― The proposed new glacier visitor station is planned as a 
modular and movable facility so that the modules can be 
relocated to follow the glacier as it recedes and leave minimal 
trace of the building structure behind after relocation.  While 
a location for the Remote Glacier Visitor Center is indicated 
on the site plan on this poster, it is expected that this location 
will need to be reconsidered over time – including during the 
later stages of the design process - because the glacier will 
continue to recede.

 ― Access to the visitor station is proposed to be by motorized 
boats from the Visitor Center area on the southeast side of 
the lake (see separate poster for motorized boat docks) and 
by a hiking trail along the proposed new West Glacier Spur 
Trail (see trail site plan on this poster). 

 ― Fully plumbed restrooms and water service are proposed to 
be located on a fully accessible boat or barge at the dock.  
Primitive or composting toilets are proposed for the moraine.

 ― In addition to the restrooms listed above, the program for the 
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DESIGN SUMMARY
REMOTE GLACIER VISITOR STATION

PURPOSE

 ―  The proposed Remote Glacier Visitor Center will provide safer 
access to the Mendenhall Glacier moraine for a wider diversity 
of visitors, and improving recreational opportunities related to 
glacier viewing and visitation.

GENERAL

 ― The proposed new glacier visitor station is planned as a modular 
and movable facility so that the modules can be relocated to follow 
the glacier as it recedes and leave minimal trace of the building 
structure behind after relocation.  While a location for the Remote 
Glacier Visitor Center is indicated on the site plan on this poster, 
it is expected that this location will need to be reconsidered over 
time – including during the later stages of the design process - 
because the glacier will continue to recede.

 ― Access to the visitor station is proposed to be by motorized boats 
from the Visitor Center area on the southeast side of the lake (see 
separate poster for motorized boat docks) and by a hiking trail 
along the proposed new West Glacier Spur Trail (see trail site plan 
on this poster). 
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 ― Fully plumbed restrooms and water service are proposed to 
be located on a fully accessible boat or barge at the dock.  
Primitive or composting toilets are proposed for the moraine.

 ― In addition to the restrooms listed above, the program for the 
remote glacier visitor station is proposed to be provided with 
the following amenities:

• A contact, orientation, and warming area with modest       
food service

• An interpretive area

• A laboratory and education area

•  A storage and emergency gear area, and

•  A processing and storage area for scientists

 ― The facility is proposed as a year-round, heated facility equipped 
with electricity. 

 ― An accessible route on a hardened path is planned between 
the remote dock and the remote glacier visitor center, so that 
the station will be accessible for the greatest diversity of users 
possible, and to allow for vehicular access to the station itself 
for station relocation, maintenance, and emergency services.
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The drawings on this page illustrate ways that remote modules might 
be grouped together to respond to varying terrain conditions or to 
facilitate user needs.  Modules are organized around an elevated porch 
accessed by both stair and ADA accessible ramp.

 ― An accessible route on a hardened 8-foot wide path is planned 
between the remote dock and the remote glacier station, so 
that the station will be accessible for the greatest diversity of 
users possible, and to allow for vehicular access to the station 
itself for station relocation, maintenance, and emergency 
services.

 ― Trail connections will be maintained between the proposed 
West Glacier Spur Trail and the Remote Glacier Visitor Station.

 ― The facility is planned to be open year-round; however, some 
of the modules may be closed and winterized during the 
off-season to conserve energy when visitation is significantly 
reduced.

 ― Electrical service is proposed as an off-the-grid photovoltaic 
array with battery storage.

 ― Fully plumbed restrooms and water service are proposed to 
be located on a fully accessible boat or barge at the dock.  
Primitive or composting toilets are proposed for the moraine.

 ― In addition to the restrooms listed above, the program for the 
remote glacier visitor station is proposed to be approximately 
1,200 square feet with the following amenities:

•  A contact, orientation, and warming area with modest food 
service

•  An interpretive area

•  A laboratory and education area

•  A storage and emergency gear area, and

•  A processing and storage area for scientists

A separate study is currently being conducted as part of this task to 
better understand projected glacial recession and ice thinning range 
estimates.  This glaciology study should be concluded and submitted 
to USFS in the spring of 2020.
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